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Yoga helped cure several ailments, say 11 T-K teachers

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/Yoga-helped-cure-several-ailments-say-11T-K-
teachers/articleshow/47762541.cms

KANPUR: It was virtually an ocean of heads at the main stadium of [IT-Kanpur where over 600 participants gathered to
do yoga asanas in tandem. People were excited for being a part of the first International Yoga Day.

Residents of IIT, Kanpur, including students and faculty members, NCC cadets, members of Nehru Yuva Kendras, LIC
staff, children from neighbouring schools and several others from outside IIT-K, took part in the mega yoga event. From
82-year-old to six-year-old, people of all ages, caste and religions actively did yoga asanas on instructions of a yoga
expert SL Yadav of IIT-K.

Prof Devi Prasad Verma, 82, who had taught Anand Kumar, who runs famous Super 30 for underprivileged students in
Bihar after completion of the yoga session said that he had been doing yoga since ages now and it has kept him active.
He told TOI that yoga gave him mental and spiritual peace and that everyone should practise it.

Dr Sandeep Patil of lIT-Kanpur, who was one among 600-odd yoga lovers, while talking to TOI said that yoga has changed
his life. His migraine problem which otherwise used to leave him troubled for long has now vanished. He said that this
could become possible due to the 3-month yoga practice. He added that he will always do yoga himself and prompt
others to do it to stay healthy.

Dr Satyendra Kumar, scientist at lIT-Kanpur, who had come do yoga along with his wife and two children--one nine years
and other six years old--told this newspaper,"My entire family, even my six-year-old daughter Shristi, did yoga today. We
have been practising it for the past 10 days and have realized that it is must for life." Yoga asanas have treated the
restlessness of my nine-year-old son, he added.

A group of women, including wives of retired IIT-K teachers, also did yoga in groups at the institute's stadium. Manju
Gupta, who is in her sixties, said that after practising yoga her knee is better now and that she did not have to undergo
knee surgery as was advised by the doctor. "l will be sending the picture of people doing yoga to my children in USA so
that they also get motivated to do yoga", she said while talking to TOI.

Neelam Shukla, who lives in IIT society and Madhu Agarwal, a retired school teacher whose husband was a faculty
member at lIT-Kanpur, said that got much relief in their diseases such as thyroid, knee and varicose veins by practising

yoga.

Flutter in HRD Ministry as Irani's PS goes on leave
New Delhi, June 19, 20105, PTI:

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/484662/flutter-hrd-ministry-iranis-ps.html

HRD Minister Smriti Irani's Private Secretary Binita Thakur, who has gone on leave, has set off
speculations of yet another change in the ministry.

According to reports, Thakur, who went on leave last week, had sought to be relieved from the Ministry. A
1996 batch IPS officer of Rajasthan cadre, Thakur was appointed as private secretary to the HRD Minister in
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September last year.

She had replaced Vinita Srivastava, a Railway Engineering Services (RES) officer, who had a brief tenure as
Irani's PS after she assumed charge of the ministry in May last year.

Now, the name of M Imkongla Jamir, a 2002 Karnataka cadre IAS officer, is doings the rounds as Thakur's
replacement in the Ministry.

The development comes at a time when the Ministry has seen several senior level officers leaving it. Radha S
Chauhan, Joint Secretary, Secondary Education, joined UIDAI a couple of months back much before
completing her five-year tenure at the HRD Ministry.

Other officers such as Veena Ish, Jagmohan Raju and Praveen Prakash had sought early transfers from the
ministry.

In April this year, Amarjeet Sinha, Additional Secretary in the Ministry, who had supposedly developed
differences with Irani, was transferred to the Rural Development Ministry.
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Prof Sarit Kumar Das is new director of 11 T-Ropar

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh)

Prof Sarit Kumar Das has taken over as the director of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Ropar. Before joining the
[IT, Ropar, Das was dean academic research at the IIT, Madras, where he spent nearly 20 years. As professor of
mechanical engineering, he had made large contributions in the areas of heat transfer and micro nano technology. He
has to his credit 175 research papers published in technical journals of international repute and has authored five books.
He said he wanted to make the IIT, Ropar, a world class academic institute dedicated to the service of the nation.

lIT to soon produce doctors

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/iit-to-soon-produce-
doctors/articleshow/47764837.cms

KOLKATA: Going beyond engineering, IIT Kharagpur would soon start offering MBBS courses as well.

On a three-acre plot on the edge of the campus, the 400-bedded super-speciality hospital, Dr B C Roy Institute of
Medical Science & Research, would be ready by the end of 2017.

"The government has already sanctioned a grant of Rs 230 crore last year for this purpose. Construction work will start
soon and is expected to be completed within 26 months," [IT-Kgp director Partha Pratim Chakrabarti told PTI.

The authorities have already sought approval from the Medical Council of India (MCI) for providing undergraduate
medical education courses like MBBS.

IIT Kharagpur, known around the world for its engineering courses, would be the first one in the IIT system to venture
into medical education.

Besides serving the local populace, the hospital will also work on biomedical, clinical and translational research.
Drug design and delivery will be other key research areas to which the hospital will contribute.

"It will bring the two diverse disciplines of engineering and medicine together in education and research. Technology will
be used to access and treat large number of patients through satellite centres and secondary hospitals," the director
said.

The hospital is planning to use technologies like remote diagnostics, telemedicine, teleradiology, and expert systems
leveraging outreach of cellular network.

Also proposed are a paramedic, nursing training facility, biomedical innovation unit and a medical outreach unit.
In the next phase, the hospital would be upgraded to 750 beds, officials said.

Adding to its international appeal, the authorities are also collaborating with Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, USA
and Imperial College, London on medical science.

Since 2001, 1IT-Kharagpur has been running the school of medical science and technology which has an inter-disciplinary
three-year post-graduate programme in medical science and technology.
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For its faculty, employees and students, the IIT has the B C Roy Technology Hospital inside its campus with 32 beds,
including ICU and isolation ward.
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Inflated Grades, Deflated Education
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College cutoffs are going up but our global standing in innovation is going down

There was a time when
scoring 65% meant
you were brilliant, and
| if you touched 70%

day
et on
10 a
Delhi’s top colleges.
In economics, the GDP deflator is
used to assess the impact of inflatio;
~ on the pricing of goods and services.
Butwhatkind of deflator do we need to

school results?

~ Scoring99% in English, once consid-
ered impossible, is not uncommon to-
- day. The question, therefore, is whether
our kids are getting more skilled and
morecompetitive, or whetherawarding
high marks is a clever way of conceal-
ing poor education. &

It is comforting to imagine that
India is intellectually rising because
our school grades are getting better
every year. However, all indications
show that the reverse is actually true.
While at one end, college cutoffs keep
goingup, our international standingin
science, technology and innovation

mean learning well, atleast in India.
Over the years our students are
getting better and better grades on
paper, buthave these brilliant perform-
ances helped to push up our knowledge
levels? According to the 2014 Global
Innovation Index, 81% of patent
applications are from China, the US,
Japan, South Korea and the EU. While
America leads in computer systems,
kidontheblock. Ithasoverwhelmedall

- patent tions we cannot match
up to any of the world leaders in the
field. Curiously enough, patents sub-

' mitted by Indians abroad are more in

make sense of grade inflation in high

number than those that originate in
our country. Once again, education
here seems to have contributed little.

Worse, our school children fare
very poorly when it comes to skills in
reading, writing, mathematics and
science. Globally we now stand 62nd
on this measure, well behind even
Jordan and Armenia.

It is bad manners to go on and on,
butourfamed ITTsdonot figureamong
the top 300 institutions of higher
education in the world. There is so
much pressure in India to win a place

_in these engineering colleges, so much

envy against those who make the
grade, yet globally these institutions
areminor

Itisnotasif westernuniversitiesare
always on top. Peking University occu-
pies the 48th position, Tsinghua the 49th
and even lowly Fudan University, at
rank number 193, is way above our best.

The reason why a grade deflator
does not work like a GDP deflator does

RIS
Examiners do not want

is because the quality of the product
that is being accounted for is not the
same. True, more and more students
are getting higher and higher marks,
but the standard of education is going
in the opposite direction. There was a
time when a first class meant some-
thingand one wore thatdistinction like
abadge of honour. But today, those with
60% would happily throw a party if a
lowly vocational school lets them in.
The principal reason for grade

inflation in school results is the way
teachers have traded in their sense of
responsibility for comfort. Conse-
quently, question papers have become
more and more objective and the right
answers are actually screaming in
your face. At times it comes down to
the presence of a certain word, or
sentence, in an answer for a student
tomax the question.

On the other hand, if you try and
be creative, your grades could slide
all the way down. Examiners, in the
main, do not want to be bothered by
reading something new in the answer
scripts. Listen up, people; tick theright
boxes, say the right thing, take your
marks and run.

It is not as if everybody is happy
about this outcome; some teachers
are actually chafing at the bit. Yet, the
educational system is structured
such that taking responsibility for
quality teaching and marking can be-
come job threatening. All of this suits
mediocre instructors excellently; as
long as the grades are good, there is
little scrutiny and everybody is happy.
The more generous the system of
marking, the less pressure there is on
teachers to perform.

It is not as if such an affliction only
attacks schools. Even universities and
institutionsof highereducationhappily
inflate grades. This is one of the reasons
why good school teachersand professors
aredriven out by bad ones,

In some post graduate depart-
ments, it is hard for a student to score
belowa B plus. Thisdepresses the urge
to learn for high grades are like low
hanging fruit. Is it surprising then
that good marks at home are accompa- '
nied by poor performance on the world
stage? So when our Higher Secondary
grades climb even higher next year,
and in every subsequent year, be
prepared for a proportionate fall in
educational standards.

But how high can these marks go?
If 100% is not such a big deal any longer
then will we see 105% soon? Or, perhaps
even 110% before long?

The writer is a social scientist
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UGC may relax norms to allow PhD
enrolment under distance education

Press TRusT OF INDIA
New Delhi

THE University Grants
Commission (UGC) is ac-
tively considering relaxing
its norms which would en-
able distance education in-
stitutions to offer MPhil
and PHD p es,
benefitirig nearly 10,000
students.

The matter will be put
before the next meeting of
the commission. '

“The commission is tak-
ing a considerate view of
the matter and it will be
placed in the next commit-
tee meeting,” UGC chair-
man Ved Prakash told PTI.

The development comes
against the backdrop of a
section of teachers from In-
dira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) re-
minding UGC about its as-
surance given four years
back to relax norms in con-
text of research pro-
grammes conducted

assurance, given f to relax norms

through distance mode.
The UGC had clamped

the bar by notifying a rule

— the minimum standards
and procedure for awards of
MPhil/PhD degree regula-
tion — in 2009 saying re-
search courses in the dis-
tant mode were of poor
quality.

GO EASY: A section of IGNOU teachers reminded UGC about its

The regulations had put .

a question mark on the fu-
ture of nearly 10,000 stu-
dents pursuing such cours-
es across the country. -
Following  widespread
protests by various open
learning universities in-
cluding IGNOU on the
ground that laws, passed by

parliament or legislatures,

j allowed them to offer such
- courses, UGC had lifted the
~ banin 2011.

It said, “an open univer-

sity may be permitted to

conduct MPhil/PhD pro-

. grammes through distant
.~ education mode subject to
. condition that it does so
.~ strictly as per the provisions

of the UGC Regulations”.
However, with no official |
notification coming from

- UGC following that the
~ matter has dragged on for
. over four years.

“The suppression of this

* notification is ruining the

career of a large number of
students for which you
should feel accountable.
This is an act of utter insen-
sitivity on the part of UGC,”
IGNOU teachers associa-
tion said in a letter to UGC.
The teachers’ body also
~ said that the delay by UGC
has also hampered the
process of suitably amend-
ing the IGNOU Act.
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18 Students from One Village in Bihar Crack 11T

http://www.ndtv.com/cities/18-students-from-one-village-in-bihar-crack-iit-774005

Gaya, Bihar: After the brilliant performance of students from the famed Super 30 institute, comes another
success story from Bihar.

18 students from Bunkaron village near Gaya in south Bihar are among some 26,000 candidates who have
cracked the entrance exam to the IIT or Indian Institute of Technology. And in a first, a girl from the village has
also made it to the list of successful candidates.

"The environment here is so good that everyone studies together, everyone helps each other out if there is any
difficulty,” said Rahul Kumar, one of the successful candidates.

Almost every house in this village of 10,000 has a power loom, but despite the harsh voice and other odds these
children put in the effort to crack the exam.

Villagers say the declining powerloom business led their children to take up education seriously and now the
results can be seen. "The children who have passed IIT previously help the sudents here on how to prepare for
the exams, there is an NGO for that as well," said Yugeshwar Prasad, the father of one of the successful
students.
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